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[3] A STRATEGY FOR OLDER PEOPLE (GMCC)

File Number: 12/13/01
Officer: Mandy Gunn
Position Title: Manager Aged & Disability Services

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. The population is ageing.  By 2021, one in every four Victorians will be aged sixty
years and over.  In the Mildura Rural City municipality 8,880 people were aged 60
years and over in 2001.  This will almost double to 16,569 in 2021.  Council is
one of the major providers of services to the community and as a community
leader should play a major role in addressing the issues surrounding the ageing
population.  It is vital that we have a strategy in place that:

·  identifies the major aged care issues facing our community

·  defines the role Mildura Rural City Council will play in addressing the
issues

·  describes how Mildura Rural City Council will work with other agencies,
various levels of government and the community to achieve outcomes

2. COMMENTS

2.1. The Process

The strategy (refer agenda pages 39-100) was developed through:

·  establishing demographic trends and a profile of Mildura Rural City
Council’s ageing population

·  researching and reviewing government papers and other relevant
literature and reports

·  consulting with the community, service providers and other stakeholders
(including the Advisory Committee for Older Persons)

The process also included consultation with Portfolio Councillor, Cr Vernon
Knight.

2.2. The Findings

The major findings were as follows:

·  there is a growing demand for accessible, affordable and relevant aged
care services
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·  we lack an accessible, affordable and comprehensive transport system

·  older people are at risk of physical and social isolation

·  we have a lack of suitable housing and accommodation options for older
people

·  there is a lack of information available about services, activities and
opportunities for older people

·  older people are concerned about feeling safe

·  we need to place greater emphasis on the health and well-being of older
people

2.3. The Strategies

At a broad level the strategies include:

·  providing opportunities for older people to participate in activities that will
enable them to remain fit, healthy and independent for longer

·  lobbying for funding and service integration to meet the needs of the
ageing population

·  continuing to improve the quality of services provided

·  providing a variety of opportunities for older people to continue to
contribute to their community

·  working with communities and transport providers to explore local
transport options that are accessible, affordable and safe

·  implementing and supporting initiatives that address safety issues for
older people

·  working with developers, providers and businesses to improve the
availability of affordable, accessible and suitable housing and
accommodation options

·  making relevant and current information available to older people through
innovative and diverse methods

·  continuing to implement a comprehensive program of community
consultation that enables older people and their carers to have a voice

2.4. The Implementation

The strategies will be implemented as part of Council’s annual planning process.
Strategies will be reflected as key actions in Branch Plans and measured through
the corporate reporting process.  The strategy will also be reviewed annually for
relevance and updated as appropriate.
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3. POLICY/COUNCIL PLAN CONTEXT

3.1. The 2004-2008 Council Plan provides context to the Strategy for Older Persons
in its vision for the people of our communities:

Our vision for the people of our communities is that we will be the most liveable,
people friendly municipality in Australia that:

·  celebrates diversity and builds on this diversity of its people and their skills
and capabilities with access to education and training opportunities

·  promotes excellence in social support and access for all age groups in the
community while promoting self esteem, self reliance and initiative

·  has an environment where the community experiences health, safety and
well-being to enjoy their chosen lifestyle

3.2. In achieving this vision Council will work in partnership with community agencies
and groups to ensure the safety, well-being and connectedness of its
communities, and will be a best practice provider of information to communities.

4. FINANCIAL & RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS

4.1. The implementation of key actions derived from the Strategy will be considered
financially through Council’s planning and budget process and through obtaining
grants and funding from other sources.

5. RECOMMENDATION

THAT:

1. Council adopts the Strategy for Older People and agrees to consider
funding action items from this strategy as part of its Annual Planning
Process.
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